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GENERAL INTEGRATION 
 Ecological sustainability is a topic that appears throughout the material for this 
course. Beginning especially with the 1965 Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World (Gaudium et Spes) from the Second Vatican Council, stewardship of creation 
has been a prominent point of emphasis in modern Catholic social teaching. In recent 
years, Catholic social teaching has emphasized the interdependence of ecological 
sustainability and just economic practices, together with the spiritual and moral vision of 
social life that underlies this mutual dependence. I fully intend to highlight Catholic Social 
Teaching’s recent focus on environmental stewardship, which appears in many of the 
major Church documents assigned for the course, such as: Pacem in Terris (1963), Populorum 
Progressio (1967), Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (1987), Centesimus Annus (1991) and Caritas in 
Veritate (2009). 
 
TWO-WEEK MODULE 
 I plan to dedicate the last two weeks of the course to the broad theme of 
stewardship. The penultimate week will focus on “stewardship of one another,” and will 
feature readings and discussions related to the role of human relationality (marriage, 
family, friendship and social solidarity) in personal and societal development. The last 
week will then go on to address “stewardship of the environment,” addressing directly the 
many issues surrounding ecological sustainability. The division of these last two weeks 
corresponds to a distinction John Paul II makes in his 1991 encyclical Centesimus Annus 
between human ecology and environmental ecology. The point of this distinction is to highlight 
the deep connection between the Church’s perennial exhortation to social solidarity, 
especially with the poor, and the present imperative to reduce our collective impact upon 
the natural world. 
 I have chosen seven readings for this module. The first is Pope John Paul II’s Letter 
to Families from 1994, in which the family is presented as “the primary cell of society” and 
so assumes a central place in the Church’s vision of social transformation. We will then 
take this conception of the family and extend it to society as a whole by reading a case 
study about Catholic Relief Services’ (CRS) efforts to combat the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
Zambia. To supplement this case study, we will also read an excerpt from Benedict XVI’s 
2005 encyclical Deus Caritas Est. I expect these readings to spark a lively and substantive 
conversation about the link between “personal” and “social” ethics, drawing particular 
attention to the various links between moral and natural ecology.  
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We will then begin the last week of the course by reading another case study from 
CRS about their work with coffee farmers in Honduras, and the impact that different 
economic models have on attempts to practice sustainable farming in the developing 
world.  Along with that case study, we will also be looking at a chapter in William T. 
Cavanaugh’s book Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire entitled “Scarcity and 
Abundance,” which critiques from a Christian perspective the ethical model underlying 
American consumerist culture. Finally, for our final class students will read chapters 4—5 of 
Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical Caritas in Veritate, and in addition will be given the option 
of reading either Brian Henning’s essay entitled “From Despot to Steward: The Greening 
of Catholic Social Teaching” found in The Heart of Catholic Social Teaching or the last 
chapter of Fr. Daniel G. Groody’s book Globalization, Spirituality and Justice entitled “A 
Loving Heart, A Just Faith: Spirituality and Transformation.”  These readings all propose 
ways of actively applying the moral and spiritual resources of Catholic social teaching to the 
present ecological crisis. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER 
 For our penultimate class meeting on December 6th, I am hoping to bring in a guest 
speaker from the area to talk about sustainable farming and its intersection with Christian 
discipleship.  Walter Peregrim, Jr. and his family own and operate Miller’s Orchards, a 
seventh-generation family homestead and farmer’s market dedicated to sustainable 
agriculture and community outreach. Their mission is “to play an active role in economic 
and community-health development in Northeast PA by providing our neighbors with 
healthy, sustainably-grown food, including vegetables, eggs, poultry, turkey, pork, and 
wholesome homemade foods and baked goods.” Miller’s Orchards also visibly displays 
signs of their commitment to Christian discipleship and the relation this commitment 
bears to their vision of sustainable farming. I feel that having Mr. Peregrim (or any member 
of his family) speak to the class would be a very relevant and powerful supplement to our 
assigned readings for that day, which deal with sustainable agriculture and just economic 
practices in the context of coffee farming in the developing world. 
 
FINAL PAPER 
 These last two weeks will ultimately lead to a final paper assignment, given to the 
entire class, which asks students to analyze and connect the concepts of human and 
environmental ecology in Catholic social teaching. The assignment is designed to help 
students critically relate the anthropological, moral and political themes covered 
throughout the course to the pressing need for ecological sustainability in the present 
world. The aim of the assignment is not only to have students integrate the course 
material, but also to encourage them to think critically about its conceptual content. I will 
therefore invite students to point out areas of conflict and tension as well as convergence 
and interrelation. The overall goal of the final paper assignment is to push students to 
think about the tradition of Catholic social thought in a way that “pushes it forward” and 
develops it an authentic way so as to address the pressing ecological crisis which the world 
faces today.  
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CLASS POLICIES    
 Other than the two books that I am requiring students to purchase, I intend to 
design my course to be as paperless as possible.  I plan to draw attention to this goal at the 
beginning of the course, and will occasionally remind the students of it throughout the 
term. All of the assigned readings from the Catholic Church are available online, and all 
the other assigned readings (besides the two hardcopy books) will be available on Angel. I 
will also require all writing assignments to be submitted on Angel, and plan to correct and 
grade them online as well. 

 
THEOLOGY/RELIGIOUS STUDIES 232 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL THOUGHT 

 

Fall 2011 
 

Instructor: PATRICK MAHANEY CLARK 
 
Class Days:  Tuesday & Thursday  E-mail:  clarkp4@scranton.edu  
Classroom:  363 St. Thomas Hall  Office:  363 St. Thomas Hall  
Class Time:  8:30—9:45am   Phone:  570—941—7590     
Office Hours:    Mon—Fri: 8—11am, or by appt. 
              
INTRODUCTION 
     

 “Catholic social thought” is the name given to the Church’s ongoing tradition of 
reflecting on and engaging the social dimension of human existence and its embodiment 
within history.  Followers of Jesus Christ concern themselves with social and political issues 
because they believe that human existence has been redeemed in its entirety.  Their whole 
being is now “clothed in Christ,” including their basic need for social interaction and for 
membership within communities.  The transformation that Christians experience affects 
not only the way they act toward others, but also the way they see and participate in the 
communal wholes of which they are a part.   
 Catholic social thought emerges from the concrete historical experience of 
Christians attempting to live in a world that has been opened to God’s Kingdom, but 
nevertheless contains many threats to human dignity and full human development.  What 
we know today as “Catholic social thought” is simply a continuation the age-old struggle to 
discern how to relate to one another and to the wider world in light of what the Gospel 
has revealed about the value of human life and its ultimate destiny in God.  Responding to 
ever-changing historical situations and challenges, Christians in every era are thus called to 
formulate social principles, render social judgments and propose guidelines for action as a 
natural outgrowth of their life of faith (CCC §2423).  The specific body of thought known 
as “modern Catholic social teaching” or “‘the social doctrine of the Church’ developed in 
the nineteenth century when the Gospel encountered modern industrial society with its 
new structures for the production of consumer goods, its new concept of society, the state 
and authority, and its new forms of labor and ownership” (CCC §2421).   

mailto:clarkp4@scranton.edu
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 The present course devotes itself principally to this modern development, yet 
recognizes its place within the broader of tradition of Catholic social thinking which has 
always remained an integral part of the Christian community’s existence within the world.  
That being said, a course like this one does not and cannot require students to have faith, 
or to believe in the Christian God.  Its primary goal is to train students to better 
understand the Christian faith as a particular way of knowing and living in modern society.  
This course only requires students to attempt to think and to see the world through the eyes 
of those who believe in the God of Jesus Christ.  It also seeks to cultivate the intellectual 
skills necessary to explore, contemplate and grow in the Christian faith throughout one’s 
academic career and throughout the course of one’s life as a whole. 
 
 
SCRANTON MISSION STATEMENT 
  
       “The University of Scranton is a Catholic and Jesuit university animated by the 
spiritual vision and the tradition of excellence characteristic of the Society of Jesus and 
those who share in its way of proceeding. The University is a community dedicated to the 
freedom of inquiry and personal development fundamental to the growth in wisdom and 
integrity of all who share in its life.” 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
        “An in-depth study of the Catholic perspective on the common good. Primary 
readings will be chosen from the Bible, Church documents and the work of influential 
figures from the Catholic tradition. Major themes include: the value of human life, the 
family, participation in society, civil authority, natural rights, the dignity of work, social 
justice, war and stewardship of creation.” 
 

 Course Level:  University Elective  
  Fulfills Theology-Philosophy GE requirement (P) 
  Satisfies Catholic Studies and Peace & Justice credit requirements  

Prerequisite:  Theology I (T/RS 121) and Theology II (T/RS 122) 
  
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

1) A deeper understanding of the methods and governing principles of Catholic  
    thought about social and political life 
 

2) A greater knowledge of the history and context of the social doctrine of the  
    Church, particularly within the modern era 
 

3) Exposure to and general familiarity with some of the foundational texts of  
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    modern Catholic social thought 
 

4) Further cultivation of critical thinking and reading skills  
 

5) Greater facility with oral and written engagement of academic material  
 

6) Heightened precision in the oral and written expression of one’s own thought 
 
 
 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1.  Reading Response Papers 
 For each reading assignment, there is a corresponding writing assignment.  In this 
writing assignment, you will respond to the text(s) you have read by addressing the particular 
writing prompt given for each reading assignment (see schedule of classes and assignments 
below).  If you would rather address a question or issue other than that provided by the writing 
prompt, you may do so provided that your response paper clearly displays the relevance of that 
topic to the assigned readings for that day. Each reading response should be somewhere 
between 300 and 400 words in length, or approximately 1 double-spaced typed page of 12-pt. 
font.  Each response is worth 10 points, and will thus be evaluated on a scale of 1 to 10.  Please 
submit each response electronically in the designated drop-box on Angel before the class meeting 
for which the readings are assigned.  If you wish, you may bring a hardcopy of your response to 
class for your own personal reference. In the interest of saving paper, however, I would 
encourage you to record the outline and/or the main points of your response paper in your 
course notebook.  There is a 2 point penalty for late submissions.  No responses (or any other 
written assignment) will be accepted after the last day of classes.   
 There are a total of 25 assigned reading response papers, but your grade for this 
component will only be taken out of the maximum point total for 21 assignments, or 105 
points.  Any points you earn from reading responses over and above this 105-point total will be 
counted as extra credit. 
  
2. Mid-Semester Exam  
 I will administer the midterm exam in class on Thursday, October 27th.  It will 
consist of a variety of sections of different formats.  It will be a closed note exam taken in a 
university bluebook, and it will be strictly timed.  I will post a study sheet for the midterm 
exam and we will devote the entire class meeting of Tuesday, October 25th to exam review.  
If you have an excusable reason for missing the exam, you may make up the exam outside 
of class at a later date.  Excusable reasons include dire illness (documented by University 
health services), a death in the family, or a conflicting obligation which has been pre-
approved by me.  The midterm exam will be worth 25% of your final grade, or 75 points.    
 
3.  Class Presentation 
 As a way of further refining public speaking skills (eloquentia perfecta) and 
encouraging individual application of the course material, each student will be asked to 
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give a brief class presentation (of approximately 15—20 minutes in length) on the relevance 
of the themes and principles found in the assigned readings to a current social issue or 
event playing out in the world today. Students may sign up to give a class presentation 
during any class meeting between weeks 5—8 and 10—13 of the course. On my office door, 
I will post a sign-up sheet that will allow you to choose on a first-come, first-served basis the 
date on which you would like to make your class presentation. By Thursday September 
22nd, each student must sign up for a date on which to present. The best way of preparing 
for this assignment is to read a news source regularly, whether online or in print. I will 
provide a list of recommended news sources.  As you skim the news, try to pick out 
connections between current events and the concepts presented in the assigned readings 
for the course. Your presentation should draw upon the particular themes and principles 
featured in the reading assignment for that day. However, the current event or issue to 
which you connect those themes and principles need not be from that day’s news. You may 
choose to apply the content of the reading to any issue or event you have encountered over 
the course of the entire semester. Here is where a regular habit of skimming a news source 
may prove most helpful, since it will give you much more material to draw upon when 
applying the readings to the contemporary context.  
 You may structure your presentation however seems best to you, but a natural way 
of going about it would be either to begin with a concept from the readings and then move 
on to its pertinence to a current event, or else to begin with a current event and then 
highlight its pertinence of the reading. You may use electronic media or any other aids 
which you think may enhance your presentation. Presenters should aim to spark the 
interest of the class, and so should also be prepared to field any questions or comments 
from fellow classmates. On the day of their presentation, each student will electronically 
submit either an outline or set of notes summarizing their topic and how they connected it 
to the course material. Students are also exempted from the normal reading response 
assignment on the day of their class presentation. The class presentation is worth 7% of 
your final grade, or 21 points.   
 
2. Final Paper   
 In lieu of a final exam, students will write a research paper on an assigned topic related 
to the themes covered during the last two weeks of the course. The aim of the paper is to 
establish and defend a position regarding the points of convergence and conflict between the 
Church’s teachings on the family and the Church’s teaching on economic and ecological 
sustainability. In other words, how do “human ecology” and “environmental ecology” fit 
together in the tradition of Catholic social thought?  
 As a research paper, references to texts and the proper citation of any ideas or 
quotations drawn from those texts is extremely important part of this assignment. In the course 
of articulating and defending their views, students should employ at least three primary sources 
and two secondary sources.  These sources may be drawn from the course readings, or from a 
group of supplemental readings especially pertinent to the assigned topic which I will provide 
for the class. The paper will be due by midnight of the last day of finals week. It should be 
between 3000 and 4000 words in length, or approximately 10—12 double-spaced typed pages of 
12-pt. font.  I will grade the paper on the basis of its grammatical and stylistic precision, its 
incorporation of relevant concepts, its reference to and proper citation of appropriate texts, its 
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focus, its clarity and its creativity.  Please submit each paper electronically in the designated 
drop-box on Angel.  No late papers will be accepted without prior consultation with me.  Each 
paper is worth 25% of your final grade, or 75 points.    
 
5. Class Participation 
 At the end of the semester, I will evaluate the degree to which each student actively 
contributes to classroom discussions.  Of necessity, this participation must be verbal, and 
may include contributions to small group discussions, clarification questions and replies to 
open-ended questions addressed to the class as a whole. Your class participation score 
comprises 8% of your final grade, or 24 points. 
EVALUATION & GRADING 
 

1. Reading Responses (21, at 5 points each) (35%) 105  points  
            2. Mid-Semester Exam (25%)   75  points  
 3. Class Presentation   (7%)   21  points 

4. Final Paper  (25%)   75  points  
5. Class Participation    (8%)   24  points  

    300  points 
 

Final Grade Percentage Chart 
A   93—100% (278—300pts)  A-  90—92%  (269—277pts)      
B+ 87—89%   (260—268pts)   B   83—86%  (248—259pts)  B-   80—82% (239—247pts)    
C+  77—79%  (230—238pts)   C   73—76%  (218—229pts)   C-   70—72% (209—217pts)      
D   60—69%  (180—208pts) F      0—59%  (0—179pts) 

 
EXTRA CREDIT  
 

 You may earn a total of 15 extra credit points in three different ways.  First, you can 
earn extra credits points by satisfactorily completing more than 21 of the reading responses 
and so earning more than the possible 105 point total for that component of the course.  
Second, you can earn up to three points by writing a two-page reflection about your 
experience doing any sort of service work over the course of the past calendar year, focusing 
particularly on the place of charitable work in the Christian life more generally. And 
finally, if there are any academic lectures, panels or films given on campus or in the 
Scranton area on any theologically related topic, you can earn three points by writing a two-
page summary of the talk and your reaction to it.  I will notify you of any such 
opportunities as they appear. All extra credit reports must be submitted to me by the last 
day of class.    
 
REQUIRED TEXTS  
 

 1. Groody, Daniel G. Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice. (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis  
         Books, 2007) 
 2. Korgen, Jeffry Odell. Solidarity Will Transform the World. (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis  
  Books, 2007) 
 3. Corkery, Padraig. Companion to the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church  
  (Dublin, Ireland: Veritas Publications, 2007) 
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 4. Weigel, George and Robert Royal, eds. Building the Free Society: Democracy,  
  Capitalism and Catholic Social Teaching (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans  
  Publishing Co., 1993) 
 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS  
 

1. Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the  
 Church (New York: Burns & Oates, 2004) 

2. Cavanaugh, William T. Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire (Grand  
 Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2008) 

The remainder of the readings are either available online, or will be distributed as handouts in class. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

 I will take attendance each class.  You will be penalized two points for each class 
you miss without a legitimate excuse.  Please let me know beforehand if you need to miss 
class for any reason.  I may very well excuse your absence.  If you are absent because of 
unforeseeably illness, I will excuse you if you bring me a slip from university health services 
or from any medical care establishment. 
 
RECOMMENDED WEEKLY TIME REQUIREMENT 
  

     The usual expectation for collegiate level academics is that you spend 3 hours 
studying for every hour of class time.  For our class, which meets for a total of 2.5 hours per 
week, that works out to 7.5 hours of studying per week.  I expect you to spend, at the most, 
6 hours each week reading and studying for this course.  If you are taking five 3-credit 
courses, that works out to be 30 hours of studying per week, and including class time, that 
comes out to a total of approximately 45 hours of academic “work” per week, which is 
barely the workload of a full-time job in the real world.  It is important to remember that if 
you are enrolled in the university full-time, then being a student is your full time job.  In 
this course, you are assigned approximately 60 pages of reading per week.  I recommend 
aiming to get through 15 pages per hour, which works out to about 4 hours of reading per 
week.  This schedule then leaves 2 hours in which to write your reading responses and chip 
away at your paper. 
 
CLASS ETIQUETTE 
 

1. Please be attentive and respectful. Do not sleep in class.  Do not talk privately 
with others unless you are doing group work.  Do not do homework for other 
classes in this class.  Please keep daydreaming and doodling to a minimum. 

2. All electronic devices  must be turned off before the beginning of class. If you 
text or check your cell phone during class, you will lose participation points.  

3. The use of laptop computers (or computers of any kind) by students during 
class is not permitted.  If there are extenuating circumstances that necessitate 
the use of a word processor in order to take notes, please let me know.  

4. Be charitable with one another, responding to one another’s questions, 
comments and arguments with respect and collegiality. 
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OFFICE HOURS AND OUT-OF-CLASS CONTACT 
 

 My office location and office hours are listed at the top of the syllabus.  Feel free to 
come by my office to chat about anything that’s on your mind. If you cannot make office 
hours but still want to meet, just let me know and we can set up an appointment. You can 
also e-mail anytime at clarkp4@scranton.edu. I am hoping to make frequent use of e-mail 
and Angel, so I hope we all can stay well connected.  
 
 
 
CLASS PRAYER 
 

 Acknowledging that wisdom—like faith—is a gift, we will begin each class with a 
moment of silent prayer. Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any problems 
or suggestions regarding the way in which this is done.  
 
THEOLOGY AND MATTERS OF CONSCIENCE 
 

 Although we will approach the texts and subject matter of this course from an 
explicitly theological perspective—one that presupposes an assent of faith to revealed truth—
that by no means implies that students should feel as if they themselves must actually make 
such an assent.  The very idea of “compulsory faith” is a self-contradictory and abhorrent, 
since authentic faith cannot be the result of coercion.  It is also not expected that students 
involve themselves with any organized religious institution (other than the University itself) 
to properly participate in the class and successfully fulfill its requirements.  If anyone at 
any time feels as if the course requires them to act against the dictates of their 
conscience, I strongly encourage you to speak with me, or to your academic advisor, at 
the earliest opportunity. 

Beyond the parameters of elementary logic and universal human experience, no 
one is expected to assent to any of the propositions or ideas encountered in the course 
material.  What is expected is that students learn them and engage them seriously.  This 
may require “suspension of disbelief” or “suspension of apathy” for some, but it is no more 
than would be asked of a Christian taking a course in Islamic theology.  This class will not 
at any point ask you to make a decisive judgment about whether any matter of faith is true, 
but it will ask you to repeatedly pose the question to yourself: “what would it mean, what 
would it be like, if one actually believed this were true?”  You are invited in this way to 
“enter in” as much as possible into the Jewish and Christian traditions out of which these 
texts have been written.  In other words, this course asks for only the sort of sympathy 
toward the perspective of the authors and thinkers we study that we all hope others would 
extend to our own perspective. 
 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES’ GLOBAL SOLIDARITY NETWORK STUDY E-BROAD PROGRAM 
 
 This course also intends to participate in a session of the Catholic Relief Services’ 
Global Solidarity Network Study E-Broad Program.  Through this program, students will 
have the opportunity to grow in knowledge and awareness of a particular global issue 

mailto:clarkp4@scranton.edu
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related to Catholic social teaching by studying reading materials posted on the GSN 
website.  They will also have the chance to participate in online discussions with students 
from other university classrooms around the world, and to engage in a virtual conference 
with a CRS field worker engaged in efforts related to the particular topic of the session. 
This module will take place during week 4 of the course (September 19—23). The tentative 
topic of our particular session is “Middle East & North Africa: The Power of Youth in 
Building a Peaceful Society.” 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY  
 

 This course intentionally seeks to highlight sustainability as a prominent theme 
throughout the class readings, lectures and assignments. We will dedicate the last two 
weeks of the course to the issues of human and environmental ecology as a way of attempting 
to think through the various points of connection between the moral, social, economic and 
technological issues that must be addressed in order to cultivate a sustainable way of life. 
The final paper assignment will then focus precisely on exploring these connections. 
During these last two weeks, I am also hoping to bring in two guest speakers with 
experience in studying and promoting sustainability in the domestic and agricultural 
spheres respectively. The course’s commitment to sustainability also extends to the area of 
resource consumption, most particularly that of paper usage. All of your written work 
except for the mid-semester exam can and should be submitted electronically on Angel. 
Also, excepting the four hardcopy books required for the course, all the assigned readings 
will be made available electronically, and so I would encourage everyone to read those 
assigned readings on a computer as well. The point is to make the course as paperless as 
possible. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT 

 “The University seeks to educate students who have strong intellectual ambition, 
high ethical standards and dedication to the common good of society. Academic excellence 
requires not only talent and commitment but also moral integrity and a sense of honor. 
Integrity in intellectual activity is an indispensable prerequisite for membership in any 
academic community, precisely because that community depends upon its members for its 
accomplishments” (University of Scranton, Academic Code of Honesty, Student Handbook 
2009-2010).          
 “When you sent in your acceptance of admission, you expressed your commitment 
to academic integrity by signing the Honor Pledge. You also recited the Pledge at New 
Student Convocation before classes began. Keep the Pledge in mind as you join the 
scholarly conversation:  I pledge upon my honor to be faithful to the ideals of every loyal 
son and daughter of The University of Scranton.  I shall strive always to increase my spirit 
of faith, to enrich my character by contributing my gifts and talents to be a person ‘for 
others,’ and to seek excellence in the pursuit of knowledge.  In the pursuit of the high 
ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold The 
University of Scranton Academic Code of Honesty: to be honest in any academic 
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endeavor, and to conduct myself honorably as a responsible member of The University of 
Scranton community.”         
 That means: (1) you are not to copy other people’s work; (2) you are not to 
incorporate into your own work other people’s ideas unless you cite them properly; (3) 
you are not to submit the same work twice for two different courses; (4) you are not to 
use any unauthorized aids during exams.  Use common sense.  You want the college 
degree on your wall to be yours.  So earn it, don’t steal it.  And when common sense fails, 
please refer to the Academic Honesty Code in your Student Handbook:  
http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html  

ACADEMIC WRITING AND WRITING ASSISTANCE 
 

            I encourage you to take advantage of the University writing assistance 
program.  Just contact The Center for Teaching & Learning Excellence (CTLE).  They can 
help you with your papers.  “The Writing Center focuses on helping students become 
better writers.  Consultants will work one-on-one with students to discuss students’ work 
and provide feedback at any stage of the writing process.  Scheduling appointments early in 
the writing process is encouraged.  To meet with a writing consultant, stop by during the 
Writing Center’s regular hours of operation, call (570) 941-6147 to schedule an 
appointment, or complete the Writing Assistance Request Form online.  You can also 
schedule an online appointment using Google Docs and Google Talk.”  
http://academic.scranton.edu/department/ctle 
 
 
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY 
  

This course honors and supports the efforts of the University’s Office of Equity and 
Diversity.  “The Office of Equity and Diversity strives to ensure that the community of  
The University of Scranton is provided with the resources that will make our campus 
consistent with the Jesuit tradition….  The mission of the Office of Equity and Diversity is 
to build an inclusive community and to equip our students to serve in an increasingly 
diverse world.  We do this through active promotion of equal access and equal opportunity 
for individuals without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religion, creed, sexual orientation, 
disability and/or Veteran Status. We strive to ensure the University's compliance with state 
and federal Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action regulations.” 
http://academic.scranton.edu/department/diversity  
 
Students with Disabilities 
            In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must 
register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant and 
current medical documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello 
(Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an 
appointment.  For more information, see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities. 
 
 

http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/ctle/writing/hours.shtml
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/ctle/writing/online-request-form.shtml
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/ctle/writing/GOOGLE.PDF
http://academic.scranton.edu/department/ctle
http://academic.scranton.edu/department/diversity
http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 
 
WEEK ONE    

Readings:  -Groody, Ch. 1: “A Gift of God, A Human Responsibility”  
         Writing Prompt: -Respond to reflection questions 1, 6 and 8 on p29 of Groody. 
 
 
WEEK TWO  

Readings:   -Groody, Ch. 2: “A Living Word, A Saving Narrative” 
Writing Prompt: -Respond to reflection questions 1, 2 and 7 on p57 of Groody.  
   

Readings: -Compendium, Ch. 3:  “The Human Person and Human Rights”  
    (on Angel) 
 -Corkery, Ch. 3: “The Human Person”  
Writing Prompt: -Respond to all of the questions listed under the first “Pointer for  
    further discussion” on p53 of Corkery.  
   

WEEK THREE  

Readings:  -Groody, Ch. 3: “An Ancient Message, A Contemporary   
     Meaning”  

   Thursday, September 1: Assessing Today’s World through the Eyes of Faith    30pp                        
            
 

Tuesday, September 13:     Justice and the Early Church               32pp  
 

 Tuesday, September 6:    Biblical Perspectives on Justice               28pp 
 

 Thursday, September 8:  Christian Anthropology and Its Social Implications 37pp 
 

   Tuesday, August 30: Introduction 
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       Writing Prompt: -Respond to reflection questions 3, 6 and 8 on pp89—90 of Groody. 
  

Readings: -Groody, Ch. 4: “A God of Life, A Civilization of Love”   
Writing Prompt: -Respond to any three of the reflection questions on p120 of Groody. 

  
 
 
 

 
WEEK FOUR 

Readings: -To be determined 
Writing Prompt: -Contribute to the discussion threads for each reading.   

Readings: -To be determined 
Writing Prompt: -Contribute to the discussion threads for each reading.  

  In-class Teleconference with CRS Field Worker  
 
WEEK FIVE  

Readings:  -Neuhaus, R.J., “Foreward” in BTFS (pp.ix—xviii) 
 -Murphy, W., “In the Beginning” in BTFS (pp1—30) 
Writing Prompt: --------------  

 

Readings:  -Pope Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum (on Angel) 
Writing Prompt: ------------  
 

WEEK SIX  

Readings:  -Nell-Breuning, O. von,“The Drafting of Quadragesimo anno”  
    (on Angel) 
 -Kohler, T.C., “In Praise of Little Platoons” in BTFS (pp31—50) 
Writing Prompt: ------------  
 

Thursday, September 29:     The Beginning of Modern Catholic Social Teaching     24pp 
 

Thursday, September 22:  Global Solidarity Network Study E-Broad Session  
 
 

 Tuesday, September 27:  Background and Overview of Rerum Novarum  40pp 
 

 

Tuesday, September 20:  Global Solidarity Network Study E-Broad Session   
 

Thursday, September 15:   A First Glance at Catholic Social Teaching  31pp 
 

Tuesday, October 4:     Background and Overview of Quadragesimo Anno 29pp 
 

Thursday, October 6:   The Reconstruction of the Social Order              37pp
       23pp 
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Readings: -Pope Pius XI, Quadragesimo Anno (on Angel) 
 Writing Prompt: --------  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEEK SEVEN 

Readings: -The Second Vatican Council’s Pastoral Constitution on the Church  
    in the Modern World (Gaudium et Spes), Chs. I, III & IV  
    (on Angel) 

 Writing Prompt: --------  
 

Readings: -Compendium, Ch. 4: “Principles of the Church’s Social  
    Doctrine” (on Angel) 
 -Corkery, Ch. 4: “Catholic Social Teaching, Central Principles” 
Writing Prompt: -Respond to all of the questions listed under any one of the “Pointer for  

            further discussion” on pp82—84 of Corkery.  
 

FALL BREAK 
 
WEEK EIGHT 

Readings: -Grasso,K.L., “A Special Kind of Liberty” in BTFS (pp107—130) 
 -The Second Vatican Council’s Declaration on Religious Freedom  
       (Dignitatis Humanae) (on Angel) 
Writing Prompt: -------- 
  
 

WEEK NINE  

Tuesday, October 11:    The Church in the Modern World                         36pp            
            
 

Thursday, October 13:    Fundamental Concepts of Catholic Social Teaching    45pp
                           
 

Thursday, October 20:     The Issue of Religious Freedom               36pp  
 

Tuesday, October 25:     Review for the Midterm Exam  
 

Thursday, October 27:     MIDTERM EXAM 
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WEEK TEN 

Readings: -Bl. Pope John XIII, Pacem in Terris (on Angel) 
Writing Prompt: --------- 
 
 
 
 

WEEK TEN (continued) 

Readings: -Winright, T. “**essay on peace and liturgy**” (on Angel) 
     OR 
 -Korgen, Ch. 4: “Forgiving the Unforgivable: Peacebuilding in  
    Rwanda” 
Writing Prompt: ----------  

 
 
WEEK ELEVEN 

Readings:  -Pope Paul VI, Populorum Progressio 
Writing Prompt: --------------- 

 

Readings:  -Royal, R., “Reforming International Development” in BTFS  
     (pp131—148) 
  -Korgen, Ch. 3: “A New Awakening: Organizing Self-Help  
     Groups in India” 
Writing Prompt: --------------- 

 
 
WEEK TWELVE 

Readings: -Bl. Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis 
Writing Prompt: ------------ 
 

Tuesday, November 15:  Social Development and Solidarity                          41pp 

 

Thursday, November 3:     Practicing Peace in a Violent World              27pp 
 

Tuesday, November 1:     Proclaiming Peace under the Specter of War                  35pp 
 

Tuesday, November 8:  Human Development, Social Progress              29pp 
 

Thursday, November 10:    Models of Development               46pp 

Thursday, November 17:  Background and Overview of Centesimus Annus              26pp

     

 

Thursday, November 3:      Practicing Peace in a Violent World                     27pp 
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Readings: -Weigel, G., “The New ‘New Things’” (on Angel) 
 -Bl. Pope John Paul II, “‘A Civilization of Solidarity and Love’:  
     An Invitation to Centesimus Annus” (on Angel) 
Writing Prompt: ------------ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WEEK THIRTEEN 

Readings: -Bl. Pope John Paul II, Centesimus Annus 
Writing Prompt: ------------ 

 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 

 
WEEK FOURTEEN:  STEWARDSHIP OF SOCIETY—   Human Ecology  

Readings: -Bl. Pope John Paul II, Letter to Families (Gratissimam Sane) 
Writing Prompt: ---------- 

 

Readings: -Pope Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, Part II (on Angel) 
 -Korgen, Ch. 2: “The Lazarus Effect: Fighting HIV/AIDS in  
     Zambia” 
Writing Prompt: ---------- 

  Guest speaker on “domestic sustainability” 
  
 
WEEK FIFTEEN: STEWARDSHIP OF CREATION—  Environmental Ecology 

Readings: -Korgen, Ch. 5: “The Solidarity Economy: Coffee Farming in  
     Nicaragua” 
 -Cavanaugh, W.T., “Scarcity and Abundance” (on Angel) 
Writing Prompt: ---------- 
 Guest speaker on sustainable agriculture (Miller’s Orchards) 

 

Tuesday, November 22:   Marking a Century of Social Engagement                       29pp 
 

Tuesday, November 29:    The Primary Cell of Society       46pp
    
 

Thursday, December 1:  The Church as “God’s Family in the World”   43pp

     

 

     Tuesday, December 6:  Sustainable Production, Sustainable Consumption     28pp

                         

 

     Tuesday, December 8:  Sustainability and Spirituality                                       45pp
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Readings: -Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate, Chs. IV—V (on Angel) 
 -Henning, B.G., “From Despot to Steward: The Greening of    
     Catholic Social Teaching” (on Angel) 
     OR 
 -Groody, Ch. 9: “A Loving Heart, A Just Faith” 
Writing Prompt: ---------- 

 

       FINAL EXAM:  Time and place to be determined (Finals week is December 13—17) 
  


